
Dr. Richard Bronson 
277 AYU~US C 
Apartment 6~ 
liew York, Iew York lOU0$3 

Dear Dr. Broneon: 

My trip to Rew York last October wsa followed by an extended trip, and 
this ir the first opportunity I have had to reply to your letter of 
October 28. 

X was indeed referring to Curdon's work, and am sorry about the incorrect 
reference to skin aa the wurce of eoraatic nuclei. I don't know if' this 
originated in my own loerc talk, or MB 6ome other misunderetaading between 
mr: and the report& This point hardly alter6 the principle in question. 

There is a quantitative discrepancy between Qurdon's work and the investi- 
gators who hava used rana, but there in no actual conflict of observation, 
axad none Of my COlleagUeS see!ms to 6erio~Bly qUestiOn the validity Of 
Cardon’ 6 reporte . Gurdon has pretty well valfd@ted hi6 technique by the 
use of genetic markera, and other ways of excluding the partfpation of the 
radiated nuolei from the development of the amphibian. Again, from the 
point of view of the u6e of remcleation for yeptativ6 propagation, it 
ir hardly rezy important whet&b the original egg nucltus ha6 been com- 
plttsly deetroyed, provided the genetic -kc-up of tht progeny is contrdlled 
by tht new nuoltus. 

The closest thing to this line of work in a mammalian 6ystem at the prestnt 
time i6 being done by Dr. B. ffints in Philadelphia. I have heard sever&l 
rumor6 that &nucleation ha6 actually been succesefully accomplished, although 
there are stillr6omc loophole6 in the data and renuoleattd mammalian ems 
have yet to be reared to term. 

I do not have a manuslcript of my talk, which w&b given mainly extmporary, 
but I can and do send you clome brief articles that cover th6 6-e ground. 

Sincerely youra, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Oenetlclr 


